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Whereas there are more than 8,000,000 Americans who have

mental retardation or other developmental disabilities, in-

cluding mental retardation, autism, cerebral palsy, Down

syndrome, epilepsy, and other related conditions;

Whereas individuals with mental retardation or other develop-

mental disabilities have substantial limitations on their

functional capacities, including limitations in two or more

of the areas of self-care, receptive and expressive lan-

guage, learning, mobility, self-direction, independent liv-

ing, and economic self-sufficiency, as well as the contin-

uous need for individually planned and coordinated serv-

ices;

Whereas for the past two decades individuals with mental re-

tardation or other developmental disabilities and their

families have increasingly expressed their desire to live

and work in their communities, joining the mainstream

of American life;

Whereas the Supreme Court, in its Olmstead decision, af-

firmed the right of individuals with mental retardation or

other developmental disabilities to receive community-

based services as an alternative to institutional care;

Whereas the demand for community supports and services is

rapidly growing, as States comply with the Olmstead de-


